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SEMPER AD MELIORA -
(ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)

Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Leonardo da Vinci Week at LCS

Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci (1452 – 1519)
was an Italian Renaissance man who was active
as a painter, engineer, scientist, theorist,
sculptor, and architect. While his fame initially
rested on his achievements as a painter, he also
became known for his notebooks, in which he
made drawings and notes on a variety of
subjects, including anatomy, astronomy, botany,
cartography, painting, and paleontology.
Leonardo is widely regarded as a genius who
epitomized the Renaissance humanist ideal, and

his collective works comprise a contribution to later generations of artists matched only by
that of his younger contemporary, Michelangelo.

Headmaster's Message

Loving Teachers Conquer(s) All
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Liberty students enjoy a day off next Friday 17 Feb
allowing their beloved teachers to convene toward
elevating professional knowledge and refining their
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classroom craft. For LCS educators, it’s a
conquering act of dedication and love for our
younger charges.  
Instructors and administrators from other schools
always join us for our conferences because, frankly,
LCS has become Colorado’s premier institution in
preserving and advancing proper k-12 educational
strategies. We’re flying in national thought-leaders
to help guide discussions and workshops.  

Speakers Dan Frank, Director of Science curriculum
at the Core Knowledge Foundation, and school-
reform author Robert Pondiscio will get our day
started. Then, we’ll break into various content talks and
grade-level roundtables. Lots of interaction. Lots of
collaboration. Lots of love.
 
Ideally, an amorous tone will hold from Tuesday’s
celebration of St. Valentine’s Day, a holiday feted in
Geoffrey Chaucer’s poem “Parliament of Foules.” In
it, Chaucer wrote, “For this was sent on Seynt
Valentyne’s day / When every foul cometh ther to
choose his mate.” 
 
In our benevolent school community, proper affections are like fire and water – rightly
formed and habituated, determined by free will. Similarly, in Valentine’s cosmology, before
man are life and death, good and evil, whichever he chooses shall be given. 
 
The whole week plus the extra day off for President’s Day on Mon 20 Feb make for a
charmed stretch of poetic times reminding us just how much we love LCS teachers, how
practiced habits of tenderness can spare us the fiery Gehenna, and how Chaucer could so
confidently assert “Amor vincit omnia (Love conquers all).” 

2022–2023 Important Dates

Fri 10 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Mon 13 Feb–Fri 17 Feb 2023  | Volunteer-Appreciation Week
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day | No School
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President’s Day | No School
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | 6th-Grade Movie Night | 5:00–7:00PM | Plato Campus Agora
Mon 27 Feb 2023 | Integrity Character-Education Assembly | 8:15AM | Plato and Aristotle
Campuses
Mon 27 Feb 2023 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | Aristotle Campus
Mon 27 Feb–Fri Mar 3 2023 | Plato-Campus Bookfair
Tue 28 Feb 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
 
Thu 2 Mar 2023 | Parlor Night (Parents Only) | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
Fri 3 Mar 2023 | Class/Group-Photo Day
Fri 3 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Wed 8 Mar 2023 | Liberty Gives Day
Fri 10 Mar 2023 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | Full Day
Fri 10 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Sun 12 Mar 2023 | Daylight-Savings Time Begins
Sat 11 Mar–Sun 19 Mar 2023  | Spring Break | No School
Fri 24 Mar 2023 | 3rd Quarter Ends
Fri 24 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
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Tue 28 Mar 2023 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30PM | Aristotle and Plato
Campuses
Thu 30 Mar 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 31 Mar 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 31 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses

2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News

Volunteer Appreciation. Volunteer-Appreciation
Week is next week, Mon 13 Feb–Fri 17 Feb 2023.
Thank you to our incredible volunteers who take
the time to volunteer in classrooms and the library,
at events, and so much more. Our volunteers
sharpen pencils, make copies, guest-read in
classrooms, practice math facts with students,
organize special events, help serve lunch to
students, and even provide delicious lunches to
faculty and staff. Liberty Common volunteers are
amazing and are loved. If you are an LCS
volunteer, please stop by the front offices next
week for a special gift.

Board-of-Directors Election. Liberty Common School’s Board of Directors has two open
Director positions with three-year terms commencing this June. Elections for these
positions will be held the third week of April. For details on requirements to serve as a
Member of the Board of Directors, please refer to the Bylaws of Liberty Common School.

Liberty Common School depends upon parent leadership. Its seven-member parent-
volunteer BOD is responsible for maintaining educational and operational policies which
support the vision, philosophy, and mission as defined in Liberty’s Charter contract,
bylaws, and Board policies. Ideal candidates are passionate about the mission and
philosophy of LCS and are interested in playing a vital role in ensuring Liberty’s continued
academic and character-education success. Liberty’s BOD would love to answer
questions regarding Board service. Please contact Board Director Mindy Story or any
other Director with questions. If interested, please complete a Liberty Common School
Board of Directors Application. The application deadline is 4:00PM on Wed 1 Mar 2023.

Liberty Common 101. Aristotle-campus principal Casey Churchill takes Liberty families
on a deep dive into the Core Knowledge curriculum in the latest episode of Liberty
Common 101. Click on the following video link to watch.

https://www.libertycommon.org/b_o_d/bod
https://files.constantcontact.com/1f311cab101/269717cb-36b6-4cfb-9b21-2b3eb8ca7168.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/1f311cab101/82b0d59d-fa4c-43fa-9bf1-5ffb61e05670.pdf?rdr=true
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qnf7zYng_NEBNn4TnueAz5vnEHLy7CdK3DcmTZM1baawOS_ESHSjCXXN1aaB41pLXj3F7ASvPXNUYatC3mWfvkX4YxSiiCb5ZpL7hmMEQvSyKox33DJQrXsP3NvsF7S5qIXUpI4RD2rGbWoJk66W7uzWRGassBp83Mmj3b91qW136dNA71kPKg815JZxi_SkLrDzeAY79ukJ_mja3Rsw2haZl5WEsYfcvdIRp26_hm0ojCcPS2n_DkqFFY3WmOO7ZcNzgmx-q39ZCuLwUo5eZqv4mDzMvN2L-lc5rJSdHdQ=&c=a2fKk5LcHJov519iR0wsgL-s_a75z_-Wac5kxJ6M3zl10Zt-waCbEg==&ch=qmr6plhnZLtKzcUmQPVHMrSsywkLWJpPi2spKhE546FTKahGFViiVw==
mailto:bod@libertycommon.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OIZ-JSFeNqgwHzV6jHTOZW-WQ-XvIssXIw5GlOPeIMvlEjKnil1hT-p92m5V3J-1RO7VwmJDpZ2eHBCjjYNhrUqB1FhOXbPXGZwYEEYycd_MvexuAXk5h7_qRRpLOCAiTSkf_eML5hQbyx5vmF-xi-AMn7o21Jolr4af8OuhY3nsQjJUrMaiP5YIzRMVUI_mGj9DcIH9I7BFsd90ToCADyJLxdrqxm_Q&c=eB4thm2y6e8IT6NlCMzX-16y7OS1nkwP5_Xd9Jo0AdoJA4vEXWDHWg==&ch=wnbRwDm0w0Njhcjsdo9eGKjEoR9bm_9Jp19muvMCYx9dBXlVRMVXcw==


Junto. Thank you to everyone who attended this year's Junto. Nancy Hoyer, Sandy
Stoltzfus, and Torgun Lovely represented our school magnificently. Thank you to the
Parent-Education Committee for hosting the event and to the LCHS Ambassadors Club for
providing exceptional childcare. Parents interested in purchasing the books presented at
the event can do so at any of the front offices. Why Johnny Can’t Tell Right From Wrong  is
available for $15 and Introduction to Classical Education: A Guide for Parents is available
for $10. 

LCS News

Summer-Academic Camps. Save the date for this year’s Summer-Academic Camps.
These camps are designed for students who need extra academic support to maintain
progress in reading and math. The camp will be held at both elementary campuses for
students currently in grades k-5 from Mon 10 Jul 2023 through Thu 27 Jul 2023.
 
Reading Camp | Mon–Thu | 8:00–10:00AM
Math Camp | Mon–Thu | 10:30AM–12:30PM
 
All current 4th graders will participate in the camp at the Plato campus. Registration details
will be available in upcoming editions of the Liberty Common Sense.

Clothes-Closet Donations. The school is in need of
donations for its clothes closet. This resource is for
students who need replacement clothing during the
school day. There is a particular need for pants size 5–
8.  If you have dress-code-compliant clothing your
student has outgrown and would be willing to
donate, please drop those items at the front office. 
 
Additionally, please consider sending your child with an
extra set of clothes this time of year. While there is

snow on the ground, students will frequently get wet or dirty while at recess and require a
change of clothes.



Summer Art Camp. Save the date for a fun and creative week-long summer art camp for
grades 2–6. The art camp will run Mon 5 Jun–Fri 9 Jun 2023 at both elementary
campuses. Morning camp will run from 8:30–11:30AM. Afternoon camp will run from
12:30–3:30PM. Registration details will be in upcoming editions of Liberty Common
Sense.

ASK Spring-Break Camp. After-School Kindness is
hosting a Spring-Break Camp Mon 13 Mar–Fri 17 Mar 2023
from 7:00AM–6:00PM. The camp will be held at Ridgeview
Classical Elementary School in Fort Collins for ages 5–
18. Daily fee is $75/child. Registration fee is $75/child. Call
(970) 833-5494 to enroll before the end of February and
receive 50% off the registration fee.  See the attached
flyer for more information.

Wild West Day. The picture featured atop today's Liberty Common Sense is from Wild
West Day at the Aristotle campus. This event is held each year in celebration of the
culmination of the second-grade unit on westward expansion.

Plato-Campus News

Summer School Open for 6th Grade.  LCHS is excited to offer a variety of summer-
school options for rising 7th graders, including core classes and enrichment opportunities
in several disciplines. Available classes which satisfy a core requirement include:

Computer Essentials
Enrichment courses in Latin, grammar, math, and English, diverse skills are also
available

Registration for summer classes opens Wed 1 Mar 2023 through the RevTrakwebsite,
much like other school fees. Learn more by downloading the SummerOpportunities
Packet. 

Athletics

6th-Grade Track. This year we will be adding sixth-graders to our junior-high track team.
Our league recently approved the addition, and we look forward to having more
opportunities for our sixth-grade athletes to compete. HERE is the link to the registration-
and-deadline information for students in grades 6–8 planning to join us for track this
spring. 

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature

Parent Connection
By: Patrick Albright, Board of Directors
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We as parents all feel extremely fortunate our children
have the privilege to attend Liberty Common School. A
major part of Liberty’s success comes from the
involvement of our parents as volunteers and
advocates. To help parents grow in these roles, Liberty
offers a number of opportunities to better connect
parents to our school, our philosophy, and each other.
 
Each fall, Liberty hosts the Festival of Ideas where
speakers from a variety of disciplines (mathematics,
literature, philosophy, science, art, music, history, and
more) lead diverse and vibrant conversations with
attendees.

In the winter, the Parent-Education Committee hosts
Junto, a gathering to teach parents about our school’s
educational philosophies. This year’s Junto last
Monday included special presentations from Principal
Sandy Stoltzfus on the William Kirkpatrick
book Why Johnny Can’t Tell Right From Wrong , and
Principal Torgun Lovely on the principles of classical
education., and music instructor Mrs. Nancy Hoyer.

Throughout the school year, Liberty Common hosts
Liberty Lectures where our amazing teachers or

special guests give us the benefit of their content expertise by presenting a topic of
interest. The next Liberty Lecture will be Mon 24 Apr 2023, given by LCHS art instructors
Mr. Rex Seiple and Mrs. Megan Salazar on the topic “Post-Modern Art: The Good, the
Bad, and the Ugly."
 
Not all of our events are solely educational. We also offer events for social connection and
interaction between our parents. Coming up on Thu 2 Mar 2023 is a perfect opportunity to
get to know your fellow parents better at Parlor Night—a parent date night! Entertainment
will include musical performances from our students and faculty.
 
These events give us all the opportunity to be more closely connected to our school, its
philosophy, and one another. Please read the Liberty Common Sense newsletter for
announcements and information about upcoming opportunities. All of us on the Board of
Directors hope all parents will all take advantage of these events, and look forward to
seeing you all there.

Raise The Torch 
Liberty Gives Day.  Mark your calendar for our 3rd-
annual Liberty Gives Day on Wed 8 Mar 2023. Support
our Raise the Torch campaign during this online 24-
hour giving day and help make Liberty Gives Day a
smashing success.

Contribute to Liberty While You Shop. Turn your
everyday spending into a catalyst for donations to Liberty
Common School. Participate by signing up for one of the
many affiliate programs offered by Amazon, King Soopers,



Box Tops for Education, and Morning Fresh Dairy. When
you participate in these programs and spend money at
these retail outlets, they donate a portion of your purchase
back to Liberty. Click on the affiliate logos to learn more
about supporting your school.

News Worth Repeating

Bookfair Volunteers. The Scholastic-Bookfair Carnival at the Plato campus begins Mon
27 Feb 2023. Mrs. Gowing is looking for volunteers to help make the week a success.
Click here to sign up to volunteer. 

Mrs. Gowing is also looking for volunteers to do face painting at the Scholastic Bookfair
Carnival Family Night. Please email her if you're interested. All materials provided. 

2023–2024 Calendar. The LCS Board of Directors formally adopted the 2023–2024
academic calendar last Thursday. The calendar is available to view on our website.
Major-event dates will be announced later this year. Significant calendar dates include:

First Day of Classes–Mon 21 Aug 2023
Winter Break–Mon 18 Dec–Fri 5 Jan 2024
Spring Break–Mon 11 Mar–Fri 15 Mar 2024
Last Day of Classes—Fri 24 May 2024

Immunizations. Parents, please review the 2023-2024 immunization letter from the
state. All non-medical vaccine exemptions must be submitted annually and can be
submitted for the 2023-2024 school year beginning Sat 1 July 2023. Vaccine rates are
available upon request. Please email school nurse, Natalie Dybzinski, with any
questions.

Tdap Vaccine. Colorado law requires students entering sixth grade to receive a tetanus-
diphtheria-pertussis (Tdap) vaccine before their first day of school. While the Tdap vaccine
is typically given at age 11, it may also be given as early as 10 years of age. When it is
given at age 10, it will:

Count as a valid adolescent Tdap dose
Meet Colorado’s sixth-grade Tdap school-vaccine requirement.

 
Please check with your healthcare provider if your student has not received their Tdap
vaccine. If your child does not receive the Tdap vaccine prior to entering the 6th grade,
regardless of their age, a certificate of medical or nonmedical exemption must be
submitted to the school. This will ensure your student is compliant with Colorado school
immunization law and able to attend school. For questions about vaccines or more
information, email school nurse Natalie Dybzinski. 

Career Opportunities.  Liberty Common School is currently accepting applications for
openings starting Fall 2023. We offer competitive salaries, benefits, professional
development, and the opportunity to work in one of the top-performing schools in the state.
View all current career opportunities on our website.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
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From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:  

“Rule No. 198. Loyalty. Be loyal to your employer and
your work. Have your employer’s interest at
heart. Respect the confidence of your employer. Do not
talk business secrets outside of work.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions

School-Attendance Dates:
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions:
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors

Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257

You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.

Upcoming Board Meeting - Tue 28 Feb 2023 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora

Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org 
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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